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From left, Prescott Valley Mayor Harvey Skoog, Acting Pioneers’ Home Superintendent Ted Ihrman, Governor Jan Brewer’s Deputy
Policy Director Beth Kohler Lazare and Arizona Secretary of State Ken Bennett watch as Jody Drake, dressed as Sharlot Hall, cuts
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into the cake Tuesday afternoon at the Arizona Pioneers’ Home 100th anniversary celebration.

Pioneers’ Home weathers a century of challenges

By JOANNA DODDER
The Daily Courier
jdodder@prescottaz.com

PRESCOTT - Like the pioneers who
call it home, the Arizona Pioneers’ Home
and Hospital for Disabled Miners weath-
ered decades of challenges to reach its
100th anniversary Tuesday.

It is one of only two state-supported
homes for the aged in the country, and

some state legislators have been periodi-
cally questioning its value for decades.

“Do we really need it?” asked then-
Rep. James Ratliff, R-Sun City, in a 1976
newspaper article. “It’s not a home for
pioneers anymore, and it hasn’t been for
a long time. It looks like a duplication of
services, and we're competing with pri-
vate industry.”

But anyone who visits the Pioneers’
Home long enough to chat with its

residents learns that it still is a home for
Arizona’s pioneers.

And despite all the senior living
options that have developed since the
1970s such as assisted living facilities,
residents and supporters say the Pio-
neers’ Home remains unique.

“It’s family here,” resident Dee Eck-
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